CHAPTER III
THE   POLITICIANS  AND  THE  NEW  DAY
THE South had thus far been kept in line with
the cause of political evasion by a small group of
able politicians, chief among whom were Robert
Tooinbs, Ho well Cobb, and Alexander II. Stephens.
Curiously enough all three were Georgians, and
this might indeed be called the day of Georgia in
tlie history of the South.
A different type of man, however, and one sig-
nificant of a divergent point of view, had long en-
deavored to shake the leadership of the Georgian
group. Rhett in South Carolina, Jefferson Davis
in Mississippi, and above all Yancey in Alabama,
together with the interests and sentiment which
they represented, were almost ready to contest the
orthodoxy of the policy of "nothing doing." To
consolidate the interests behind them, to arouse
and fire the sentiment on which they relied, was
now. the confessed purpose of these determined
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